




How is the virus transmitted?
Directly (via contact between sick and healthy animals) or indirectly via: 

  Feeding on garbage containing infected pig meat and /or pork products  
 (ASFV can remain infectious for 3-6 months in uncooked pork products),

 biological vectors (soft ticks of the genus Ornithodoros) that previously fed 
 on infected hosts and

  contaminated fomites (premises, vehicles, clothes, …).

Sources of the virus include: 

 Blood, tissues, secretions and excretions of sick and dead animals

 Animals which have survived and recovered from the infection 

 Soft ticks of the genus Ornithodoros (a natural arthropod host),   
 infected with the virus 

 The environment: ASFV can persist in pig faeces over 6-10 days, 
 in pork products for several months, and in frozen meat for years

Which animals can be infected (hosts)? 
Domestic pigs (Sus domesticus) and European wild boar usually demonstrate 
disease. African wild swine are unapparently infected and act as reservoir hosts 
of ASFV in Africa.

Can I vaccinate my animals against ASF?
There is no vaccine available. Prevention (biosecurity and hygiene measures) 
and appropriate control of potential outbreaks (reporting, strict quarantine 
measures, stamping out) are still the best measures.

What is the best treatment for ASF?
There is no treatment available. Therefore biosecurity measures are essential, 
for example: avoid swill feeding, have dedicated clothing, make quarantine of 
new animals and fencing between different groups of animals.

Are there other diseases that might look like ASF?
Yes, including: Classical Swine Fever (CSF), Porcine Reproductive and Respira-
tory Syndrome (PRRS), Erysipelas, Salmonellosis, Pasteurellosis, Streptococ-
cal infection, Leptospirosis, coumarin poisoning, Circovirus infection: Porcine 
Dermatitis and Nephropathy Syndrome (PDNS) and Postweaning Multisystemic 
Wasting Syndrome (PMWS). It is essential to send samples to the laboratory to 
diagnose ASF with certainty. 

Can humans be infected?
No.
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If I see a suspected case, what should I do?
Contact your veterinarian and/or the official veterinarian in your region. 
Reporting of any suspicion is compulsory, so always call even if in doubt! 
The Veterinary Services will collect and submit a complete set of animal samples 
to the national reference laboratory for testing, especially:

 Blood in EDTA (0.5%) collected at the beginning of the infection

 Samples of spleen, lymph nodes, tonsil and kidney, at 4°C

What would happen if I do not report a suspicion?
The disease can easily spread to all your animals and to other farms in your 
region, having a devastating socio-economic impact. 

What will the veterinary services do to control an outbreak?
In case of an outbreak, rapid humane slaughtering of all pigs and proper 
disposal of carcasses, meat products and litter is essential, together with 
thorough cleaning and disinfection. The virus is sensitive to dodecyl sulphate 
and heat (60°C, 30 minutes), and not so much to putrefaction, formaldehyde 
and alkali.  Appropriate disinfectants for ASF include 2% sodium hydroxide, 
2% caustic soda, detergents and phenol substitutes, sodium or calcium hypo-
chlorite (2-3% available chlorine) and iodine compounds. Solid waste must be 
removed for burial or destruction before disinfection of contaminated material. 
Depopulated premises should not be restocked for at least 40 days.

Please keep in mind:

 That it is better to report a suspicious case that ends up being 
 negative, than not reporting

 Do not fear penalties from the government – your contribution 
 is always essential!

For additional questions, please contact your veterinarian or your profes-
sional association.  Additional source of information: www.asforce.org
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